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 The objective of the W20 in 2023 is to ensure the continuity of the W20 agenda 

from the previous presidency, while simultaneously establishing a more robust 

global and national network for the W20. 

 It focused on the theme of "Women-Led Development: Transform, Thrive, and 

Transcend.". 

India’s W20 agenda focuses on five key priorities 

 Women’s Entrepreneurship, Grassroots Women's Leadership, Bridging the 

Gender Digital Divide, Education and Skill Development, and Climate Change. 

 India is undergoing a significant shift towards transitioning from women 

development to women-led development, where women are recognized as 

equal partners in the sustainable development of the country. India is 

committed to creating a society where women are respected and valued, and 

where they can live with dignity and contribute as equal partners. 
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 The government has decided to allow a discount of ₹50 (Rupees Fifty only) per 

gram from the issue price to those investors who apply online and the payment 

is made through digital mode. For such investors, the issue price of the Gold 

Bond will be ₹5,876 per gram of gold. 

 Any resident of India is eligible to invest in Sovereign Gold Bonds. Even if an 

investor changes their residential status after purchasing the bond, they are 

allowed to continue holding the bond until early redemption or maturity. 
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Advantages 

 Genetic modification can enhance crop production and make crops more 

resilient to climate challenges by optimizing the presence of essential elements. 

 It is beneficial in controlling crop diseases. 

 Genetically modified food (GM food) can be engineered to contain higher levels 

of minerals and vitamins than conventionally grown food. This can be beneficial 

for human health. 

Disadvantages 

 Genetically modified crops often lead to the displacement of native plants and 

animals. 

 The consumption of genetically modified crops may have unknown health 

effects on both humans and animals. 

 Resistance: Pests and weeds may develop resistance to genetically modified 

crops, which will require more pesticides and herbicides to control them. 

 In this, the cross-pollination method can potentially pose risks to new species 

within the environment. 

 The technology is carcinogenic which is a lethal technology which kill soil 

microbes, pollinators, almost all medicinal herbs and adversely affects crop 

diversity. 

Status of Transgenic Crops in India 

 In India, cotton is the only commercially cultivated transgenic crop. 

 GEAC recently granted approval to Genetically Modified Mustard (DMH-11) in 

India, but it has encountered strong opposition. 
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 On the other hand, reduced ice can present “commercial and economic 

opportunities” with the opening up of shipping lanes and increased access to 

natural resources in the Arctic region. 

Nature Journal study 

 That the Arctic sea ice is decreasing is well-known and acknowledged in 

several reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and 

it is widely expected that the world will see its first ‘sea-ice free summer’ 

before 2050. 

 This, however, is under the assumption that global emissions will drive 

temperatures to beyond 4.5°C, making the Arctic ice-free by 2081-2100. 

 Carbon emissions were curbed enough to ensure that temperature-rise was 

restricted to say 1.5°C or 2°C, as envisaged in the Paris Agreement. But there is 

no way to prevent Arctic sea ice from melting in the summer, according to the 

journal Nature. Satellites monitoring the Arctic have shown the rate of loss to 

be 13% every year. 

Impact 

 The reduction of sea ice in the Arctic not only contributes to the warming of 

the region but also weakens the polar jet streams, which are air currents 

formed when warm and cold air meet. 

 This weakening has been associated with increasing temperatures and 

heatwaves in Europe, as well as unexpected rainfall in northwest India. Recent 

circumstances indicate that an ice-free summer is becoming unavoidable. 
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