


 

 

It is above all personal laws of any caste and creed. The matters covered under this are- 

(a)  Individual 

(b)  Right to acquire and operate the property 

(c)  Marriage, divorce and adoption 

Cultural diversity 

 According to the Supreme Court UCC is "neither necessary nor desirable at this stage". 

Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country. 

 "Cultural diversity cannot be compromised because unity in diversity is an integral part of 

Indian integrity." Here we observe the laws of many religions like Muslim, Hindu, Parsi and 

Christian. 

 In view of Indian diversity, the implementation of Uniform Civil Code in India is to provide a 

new direction. 
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About Finance Commission 

 The Finance Commission is a 

constitutional body with the 

objective of allocation of certain 

revenue resources between the 

Union and State Governments. 

 It was created to define the 

financial relations between the 

Centre and the States and was 

formed in 1951. 

 Composition: According to Article 

280 of the Constitution, two years 

after the commencement of the 

Constitution of India and every 5 

years thereafter, the President 

has to constitute a Finance 

Commission of India. 

 Note: The President can also 

constitute the Finance 

Commission before the expiry of 

five years. 

 



 

 

 Revenue Deficit Grant - With regard to revenue deficit grants that the Finance Commission 

awards to States which remain in deficit on the current account even after tax devolution. 

It means that, the State in a country should be able to provide a minimum level of service to 

its residents even if it involves an element of cross-subsidisation. 

 Area – Services are also provided on the basis of the size of the area. 

 Forests and Ecology - This criterion has been arrived at by calculating the share of the dense 

forest of each state in the total dense forest of all the states. 

Two issues in particular need special focus by the new Finance Commission. 

 First- Instead of increasing taxes, the centre should resort to excessive levy of cess and 

surcharge. 

 Second - Lay down guidelines on the spending on freebies and the focus of the Finance 

Commission should be on government expenditure. 
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 The Central Bureau of Investigation has the power to investigate only central employees. 

 If the investigation is to be done in the area of the state government, then the consensus of 

the states is mandatory. 

 Recently, the states of Maharashtra, Punjab, West Bengal, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, 

Chhattisgarh, Kerala etc. have withdrawn the general consent given to the Central Bureau of 

Investigation. 

Types of Consent: 

 General consent: When a state gives general consent to the CBI to investigate a case, the 

agency is not required to seek fresh permission each time it enters that state in connection 

with the investigation or for each case. 

 It is usually given by states to help CBI in smooth investigation of corruption cases against 

central government employees in their territory. 

 Specific consent: When a general consent is withdrawn, the CBI needs to obtain case-wise 

specific consent for investigation from the concerned state government. 

 If specific consent is not granted, the CBI officers will not have the power of policemen to 

enter that State, thereby preventing the CBI from conducting the investigation completely. 

Withdrawal of general consent and its effect: 

 Unless the investigation is specifically withdrawn by the State Government, the CBI 

continues to investigate the old cases. 

 In addition, it continues to investigate cases that were assigned to it by court orders. 

 CBI can also challenge the decision (withdrawal of general consent) in a court showing the 

progress of its investigation in the matter. 

 When CBI does not have general consent, it can approach local court (as per provision of 

CrPC) for search warrant and conduct investigation. 
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