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Four Foundational Defense Agreement 

 India was not designated as a Major Defence Partner of the United States until 2016. 

Following that, four strategic agreements were signed between the two countries: 

 Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) - 2016 

 India-US Strategic Energy Partnership - 2017 

 Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) - 2018 

 The Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) - 2020 

The Indo-Pacific Imperative 

 During the 2022 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue, the U.S. highlighted the U.S.-India defense partnership 

as crucial in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 The dialogue addressed challenges posed by China, including its actions in the region and Russia's 

aggressive behavior towards Ukraine. 

 International issues such as terrorism and climate change were also discussed. 

 Both countries identified China as a significant and common challenge in the region. 

 The U.S. China Military Power Report 2022 indicated an expected increase in China's naval 

presence in the Indo-Pacific regions. 

 The objective is to foster robust industrial cooperation among defense sector companies, with a 

particular focus on meeting the needs of the Indo-Pacific region. 

  Key trends in the U.S.-India defense cooperation include fostering joint ventures between 

companies, boosting defense manufacturing in India, and removing barriers to co-development 

and co-production. 

 Prominent American companies, including Boeing, Lockheed Martin, BAE Systems, Honeywell 

Aerospace, Raytheon, and Textron, have formed partnerships with Indian counterparts such as 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited and Tata Group. 
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